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OBSERVATIONS, Se. 


HE State of Marriage, whether 
conſidered in a civil or religious 
Senſe, is an Inſtitution excellently 
calculated for the Good of human 
Society, and ought to be encouraged as much 
as poſſible by all wiſe Governments; but as 
the Welfare of our whole Lives depends on 
the prudent Diſpoſal of outſelves in Matrimony, 
the utmoſt Care ought to be taken that this 
ſolemn and uſeful Ordinance may not be depre- 
ciated, or diſcredited by pretended Contracts and 
forced Marriages z for if That ſhould ever be 
the Caſe, the Inſtitution itſelf will fink into 
Contempt and publick Odium; which ought 
to be very cautiouſly avoided in all civiliz'd 
Nations; and, perhaps, no Country ſtands more 
in need of ſuch a Caution than our own, at this 
Tune, 


It is a common Reproach upon our Sex, 
that We are apt to grow cool in our affection 
towards Women, after poſſeſſion, however paſ- 
ſionately fond We may have been before. I 
hope there are no Grounds for ſo general a 
Reflect ion; but how can it be reaſonably ex- 
peed, that the moſt amorous, the moſt con- 
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ſtant, and beſt-natur*d Man in the World ſhoulc 
live upon tolerable Terms with a Woman, who 
bach trick'd him into Marriage againſt his own 
Conſent, by Perjury and 3 of Perjury, 
or by any other adele and colluſive Me- 
thods? I ipcak This, with Relation to the 
Parties concerned; for as the Conſequences of 
luch a Match are very obvious, ſo are the Mo- 
tives too. A Woman of protligate Principles, 
or in very neceſſitous Circumſtances, may en- 
deavour to provide for herſelf in this manner; 
but can it be thought that any Lady of Vir- 
rue, Character, or Fortune, who propoſed to 
tive happily in the confugal State, would either 
ftoop ſo low, or judge lo wrongly for her own 
Intereſt, as o procure an Huſband by e 
Means? 


This, I ſay, concerns the Parties themſelves; 
but there 1s another Point, which deſerves the 
Conſideration of the Publick ; for as moft 
Matches ariſe from a free Converſation be- 
tween the two 5: xs, and thoſe little decent 
Familiarities, which naturally beget a mutual 
Affection; fo il a bad uſe ſhould be made of 
them, and receive the Countenance of an 
Court of Juitice ; the Conſequence will be, 
that all Men of Scnſe and Diſcretion will avoid 
theſe Snares, by abſtaining from the Company 

oft Women, whole Characters They are not 
perfectly acquainted with; unleſs in publick 
places, where ſuch Treaties cannot be con- 
cluded, or pretended to be concluded; and 
thus the great Fore-runner of Matrimony it- 
ſelf, I mean free Converſations will be taken 
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It ought to be obſerved, that his Evil is al- 
ready grown to ſo great an Height, that the 
Houſe of Commons thought fit, the very laſt 
Seſſion, to order a Bill to be brought in, for 
preventing clandeſtine Marriages. What was the 
Subſtance of hat Bill, or how it came to be 
dropt, I-Know not; but that ſome Remedy 
is wanting to put a Stop to ſuch a pernicious 
Practice, hath been too amply verified by Ex- 
perience ; and J hope will at laſt rouſe up the 
Spirit of the Britiſh Nation. 


\ 

TI ſha!l illuſtrate This by a particular In- 
ſtance, which hath already made ſome noiſe 
in the World, and is likely to make a great 
deal more, 


About ſeven Years ago, the Right Honour- 
able the Lord Fitzmaurice, eldeſt Son and 
Heir- Apparent to the Earl of Kerry, being en- 
gaged i a Treaty of Marriage with a Lady 
of Fortune and Family in the Kingdom of 
Ireland, had a Caveat entred againſt him, in 
the Arch-Biſhop of Dublin's Court, by one Mrs. 
Elizabeth Leeſon, Widow; who pretended to a 
prior Marriage, and afterwards exhibited a Libel 
againſt his Lordſhip in the ſaid Court, ſetting 
forth the Particulars of her Caſe ; which, being 
ſolemnly heard and debated, was adjudged a- 
gainſt her, with Coſts to his Lordſhip. 


Upon This, Mrs. Leeſon appealed to the 
Court of Chancery in England tor a Commiſſion 
of Delegates to rehear the ſaid Cauſe; which 
the Lord-Chancellor accordingly appointed, 
Theſe Delegates were pleaſed to reverſe the Sen- 
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tence in Ireland, and enjoin the Lord Fitz- 
maurice to marry the ſaid Leeſon ; upon which 
his Lordſhip hath been adviſed to petition. his 
Majeſty in Council for a Commiſſion of Review; 
which is now under Conſideration; 


In Order therefore to prevent any Miſrepre- 


fentation of this Affair, it is proper to lay the 
whole Merits of it before the Publick. I ſhall 
begin with Mrs. ZLe2/on's Libel, and the Ev1- 
dence ſhe hath brought to ſupport it. 


Mrs. Leefon ſets forth in her Libel, “ that 
« ſhe accidentally met Lord Fizmaurice at 
te a Viſit in Dublin, the next day after he landed 
*« from England, in May 1724; That Lord 
&« Filzmaurice, who was then a Stranger to 
„ her, deſired Leave to Viſit her; that ſhe 
« made him no Reply; which he took for 
« a Conſenr, and went to her Houſe ſeveral 
&« times; but that ſhe happening not A be at 
home, ſhe did not ſee him till Eight or Ten 
« Doys afterwards.” 


As to this Point, it was fully proved, upon 
the Trial, that his Lordſhip did not land in 
Dublin b<fore the beginning of June; ſo that, 
according to her own account, he did not find 
her at home before the intb, or tenth of June; 
and yet ſhe affirms, „that upon the /qw-nty- 


* third of the ſame Month, in the ſame Year, 


(T bar is, jult thirteen Days after the firſt Viſit,) 
They ſwore the following Oath upon the 
dc holy Evangeliſts, viz, We ſwear We will 
« marry on? another, and never marry any one 
&« elſe, during our Joint Lives, 


| 40 That, 
* The firſt pretended Contract the 23d of June 1724. 
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+ «© That, upon the Eleventh of July fol- 
« lowing, They Swore again upon the Com- 
% mon-Prayer Book, viz. 


« By the Contents of this Book I take you for 
& my Wife, and ſwear I will never marry any 
« other Woman. She, in the ſame manner, 


« Swears that ſhe never would marry any other 
« Man.” 


«© That upon the + ſixteenth of December 


% following, They read over the Marriage 
« Ceremony themſelves out of the Common- 


« Prayer Book; that from thenceforth She 


« Eſteemed herſelf as his Wife, and conſe- 
« quently his Lordſhip as her Husband ; that 
& She demean'd herſelf ro him accordingly, 
e and they conſummated the ſaid Marriage 
&« ſoon after, but never before.“ 


She hath produced no Witneſſes to the two 
firſt Contrafs, which ſeem only introductory, 


and in order to pave the way for the /aſt Con- 
ira, upon which ſhe inſiſts, 


To this laſt Contract of the ſixteenth of De- 
cember 1724, ſhe has produced one Witneſs only ; 
but This a thorough-paced one; who ſeems to 
have ſworn herſelf out of all Belief, as will 
ſoon appear. This Witneſs, Elizabeth Vickers, 
a Marks-Woman, was examined the ſixteenth 
of December 1726, two Years after the pretended 
Contract. — She ſwears, 


„That, 
＋ The ſecond pretended Contra the 11th of July 1724. 


+ The third pretended Contract the 16th of December 
1724. 
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« That, upon the ſixteenth of December 1724, 
£« ſhe was called out of the Kitchen into the 
« Parlour, where Mrs. Lzeſon and Lord Fitz- 
& maurice were by Themſelves; that my Lord 
&« had aCommon- Prayer Booꝶ in his hand, and that 
„ jn her preſence (without being enjoin'd to Se- 
ce crecy) They read over the Marriage Ceremony.” 


Here ' ſhe ſwears to a Fact, ſaid to be done 
two Years before; and although ſhe is quite il- 
literate, can neither read nor write, yet ſhe re- 
peats over the whole Marriage Ceremony, which 
ſhews her to have a moſt excellent Memory 
or rather that ſhe had been well inſtructed. It 
is likewiſe remarkable, that ſhe gives her Evi- 
dence in the very Words of the Libel.—She 
alſo ſwears, 


« That, after the ſaid ſixteenth of December 
„ 1724, ſhe hath often heard my Lord ac- 
„ knowledge, upon ſeveral Occaſions, that he 
« was married to Mrs. Lerſon in private, when no 


other Perſon was preſent but his Deponent,” . 


She does not ſay to whom my Lord made 


thoſe Declarations ; which ſhe certainly would 


have done, and They would have been called 
upon to declare the Truth, had He really made 
any ſuch ; but though two of Mrs. Leeſon's 
Silters have been Examined upon this Article 
yet neither of Them ſays that he ever directly 
owned her as his Wife. 


Vickers likewiſe ſwears, 

„That Mrs. Leeſon, ſome Time after the 
« ſaid Contract, or Marriage, proving big with 

„Child, 


r 
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Child, was Cenſured by her Friends and Re- 
« Jations; which ſhe complained of to his 
* Lordſhip ; that his Lordſhip intreated her 
* to keep it ſecret; and thereupon ſhe did 
© keep it ſecret, leaving her Friends to think 
« of her as they pleaſed.” 


In This Vickers is poſitively contradicted by 
Hellen Fleming, Mrs. Lecſon's own Siſter ; who 
ſwears, *+ That in September 1725, Mrs. Lee- 
* ſon ſatisfied her Mother, in her preſence, 
« that ſhe was married to Lord Fitzmau- 
niet. 


Vickers ſwears farther, 


« That Mrs. Leeſon, to her certain know- 


„ ledge, had two advantageous Propoſals of 


Marriage made her, ſince the ſaid Con- 
e tratt, which ſhe rejected, on account of the 
« fame.” 


She does not ſay who They were, that made 
thoſe Propoſals, From the Time Mrs. Leeſon 
became acquainted with his Lordſhip, ſhe loſt 
her Reputation ſo much, that her Motber for- 
bad her Daughter Hellen to be ſeen in her 
Company, as is fully proved by Themſelves ; 
and therefore it cannot be ſuppoſed that, un- 
der thoſe Circumſtances, ſhe could have had 
vo, or even one advantageous Propoſal of Mar- 
riage made her, when ſhe was looked upon 
by the whole Town as Lord Fitzmaurice*s Mi- 


fre. 


It hath been proved that Vickers was, at the 
Time of this pretended Contraf?, Mrs, Leeſon's 
B Kitchen 


above five Months; that Sarah Horſeman, at 
the very ſame Time, liv'd with her in the Sta- 
tion of a Waiting- Maid; that ſhe had told her 
of the firſt pretended Contract, and ſworn her 
to Secrecy. She had alſo a Mother, a Brother, 
and ſeveral Siſters, whole Intereſt it would have 
been to have kept the Marriage ſecret z and 
one would think that, in common prudence, 
Mrs. Leeſon ſhould have truſted ſome of Thoſe, 
in an Affair of ſuch Conſequence to her, rather 
than her Kitchen-Wench, of whoſe Fidelity ſhe 
could have had but little Aſſurance in ſo ſhort 
a Time as five Months, 


We find by daily experience, that there are 
People, who will ſwear any thing ; and I will 
appeal to any Man of the leaſt experience in 
any of the Courts of Juſtice, how eaſy it may 
be for a Woman, under theſe circumſtances, to 
prevail upon a poor illuerate Wretch, to (wear to 
a Contract, when it can be done without a poſ- 


fibility of being convicted of Perjury. 


J am ſure there is no Caſe whatſoever, in 
which there is a greater Temptation to ſuch a 
praftice, than in That before us; where a. Wo- 
man of a /oft Reputation may, by prevailing 
upon her Servant, get herſelf ſworn not only 
into Credit again, but likewiſe into an Eſtate 
of five, or ſix ;hyuſand Pounds a Year, with the 
Title of a Counteſs, in one of the molt ancient 
Families of that Kingdom. I will not poſitive- 
ly aſſert This of the Cafe before us. Let ever 
man judge of it, as he pleaſes ; but whether it 
be ſo or not, I beg leave to ſay that countenan- 
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cing ſuch Evidence is opening a Door to Subor- 
nation and Perjury, which the moſt innocent 
Man in England cannot guard againſt, | 


' Helena Fleming, Siſter to Mrs. Leeſon, 


ſwears, 


„That Lord Hizmaurice acquainted her 
&« Mother and this Deponent, in Auguſt 1724, 
that ſhe was ſeveral Times contracted to his 
« Lordſhip; that in September 1725, Mrs. 
„ Leeſon declared to her Mother, and fully ſa- 
& tisfied her and this Deponent ſhe was mar- 
« ried to Lord Fitzmaurice ;“ yet it comes 
out (upon her being croſs examined by 
his Lordſhip) in another part of her Depo- 
ſition, ' 


“ That both her Mother and ſbe this Depo- 
e ponent believed Mrs. Leeſon's Conduct indiſ- 
« creet, but not bad; that her Mother la men- 
e ted her Conduct; that ſhe ordered her 
„ this Deponent not to be ſeen in her Company; 
and that Mrs. Leeſon's Mother in preſence of 
& this Deponeyt, adviſed, Mrs. Leeſon not to 
« keep Lord Fiizmaurice Company; for that 
„ ſhe would ſuffer in her Reputation, and be a 
& ſcandal to ber Family. Upon which Mrs, Lee- 
« ſon told her Mother, in a great Paſſion, that 
« ſhewas as much married to Lord Fiuzmau- 
&. rice, as ſhe had been to Mr. Leeſon, her 
former Huſband ; that thereupon her Mo- 
&« ther ſaid, if you are married, I have no 
« more to ſay; to which Mrs. Leeſon re- 
„ plied, n, 1 am net married, but ſalemnly con- 
« tratted,”? 
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From hence it manifeſtly appears, that 
though this Evidence poſitively ſwears that her 
Siſter Mrs. Leeſon fully ſatisfied her Mother, 
that ſhe was married to the Lord Fitzmaurice, 
yet ſhe muſt have been miſtaken, to ſay no 
worſe ; for neither her Mother nor She ever be- 
lieved ſhe was married to my Lord, but loo d 
upon her in a different light from That of a Wife. 


Helena Fleming farther ſwears, 


That this Deponent, in January 1725, be- 
e ing concerned at a Report of my Lord's de- 
« claring he was not married to Mrs. Leeſon, 
« and that he had made propoſals of Marriage 
« to one Miſs Smith, told my Lord, that if it 
« was her Caſe, ſhe would ſhoot him, if he mare 
« ried Miſs Smith; and wondred her Uncle and 
« Brother did not reſent his uſage of Mrs. Lee- 


„ (on, in offering to make propoſals of Mar- 


% riage to another, Upon which Mrs. Leeſon 


_ «« ſaid, that if they did, the Lord Fitamau- 
e rice would give them an Anſwer; for what + 


« was her Character to any Body, ſince She was 


_« [atisfied 2" 


When a Woman firſt deviates from the Rules 


of Virtue and Modeſty, Guilt flies in her Face, 6 


nor can ſhe without pain bear the fight of any 
one, that ſhe thinks even ſuſpects her Virtue z 


but when her Paſſion hath once got the prehe- | 


minence, and ſhe js reſolved to gratify her vici- 


ous Inclinations, let the conſequence be ever ſo 
fatal to her Reputation, ſhe gets over her firft | 


uneaſineſs by degrees, and at laſt to an aſſu- 


rance of owning, without any concern, what at 
firſt 


ky — 


hey If © 


firſt ſhe could not even mention but with the | 
utmoſt Canfuſion, 4 y' FLY 


This appears to have been the Caſe of our 
Widow ; for in July, growing big with Child, 
ſhe asks my Lord, where ſhall ſhe fly to hide her- 
ſelf from Infamy and Shame; and tells him, ſhe 
could not bear the fight of any one after owning of 
fit; as will hereafter appear by one of her own 

Letters; but in Fanuary following, ſhe bids her 
I Siſter not trouble herſelf about her Reputation ; 
3 that was ber Character to any Body? 


ee | 

e- The ſame Witneſs alſo ſwears, 

Ws | 

ze « That ſome time in the Summer 1725, 


it « Mrs. Leeſon talked of going into the Coun- 
re A © try for the health of her Children; and that 
nd 7 her Mother immediately reply'd, in bis De- 
e- © ponent*s preſence ; Faith, Mrs. Leeſon, if you 
ir- * go into the Country, People will ſay you are 
ſon 7} with Child; not that her Mother, at that 
u- Time, in the leaft ſuſpected that ſhe was 
bat with Child; neither did ſhe ſuſpect that there 
vas was the leaſt Intimacy between Her and my 

Lord; but that my Lord only viſited. her 
1 often, at that Time,” 


ce, 3 This Witneſs does not ſtick to ſwear to the 
any very Thoughts of ber Mother, upon this occa- 
ue; ſion; but can any Man alive believe that her 
he- Motber, would have ſaid upen ber faith, People 
ricts vn ſay ſhe was with Child, if ſhe herſelf had 
- ſo not ſuſpected. her Daughter's Intimacy with 
firſt Lord Fitzmaurice to be Criminal? 


Dey 


— 
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Dorothy Meſs, another Siſter of Mrs. Leefon, 
ſwears, 5 u 


« That ſhe often ſaw my Lord Fitzmaurice. 5 
« uneaſy at the Report of the Town, and the , 
% Slights of, Mrs. Leeſon's Relations; upon. h 
« which his Lordſhip ſwore, ſhe ſhould not viſit. 


. . 2 

« any of them, when ſhe was in a happier f 
« Condition, who did not viſit her then. p 
«© That Mrs. Leeſon told Lord Fitzmaurice. | w 
« ſhe had no Friend left but this Deponent and 


« ber Huſband ; and that his Lordſhip reply*'d, 5 
« he hoped, ſometime or other, to have it in 
« his power to ſerve Mr. Moſs the Deponent's | 
« fuſband ; and that it was time enough to 
make a noiſe, when he was going to be mar- 
« ried to another Woman. | þ 


« That, at another Time, the Deponent heard |} 4 
« Mrs, Leeſon talk to my Lord,concerninga Re- 40 
« port of his being to be married to Miſs Smith, |} c 
«© which Report gave her much uneaſineſs; and « 
« that my Lord reply d, I give you my Word 
% and Honour, I never will marry any other |, 
« JYoman, without your conſent ; deſired her f 
cc that if ſhe heard he was to be married, the <. 
« Wedding Cloaths made, and the Day fixed, « 
<< not to believe it, unleſs ſhe had it from bim- if « 


| cc ſelf. wy 


Mrs. Leeſon would infer from hence that my 40 
Lord tacitly owned her as his Wife; though not 


| one Witneſs, except the Cook-I/ench, ſays he ever 
. owned her as ſuch; but it is demonſtrable from 
W - this Witneſs, that Mrs, Leeſon was eſteemed not *' 


only 


of the whole Town, to be my Lord Fitzmaurice's 
Miſtreſs; and that ſhe was under the utmoſt 
uneaſineſs, for fear of his marrying another Wo- 
man; which it is ſcarce credible ſhe would have 
been, had ſhe been married, or contracted to 
him herſelf. For if ſhe had been contracted to 
him, ſhe knew it was not in his power to marry 


any other Woman; and if ſhe did not know the 


force of ſuch a Contract, it is ridiculous to ſup- 


7 poſe ſhe would have inſiſted upon it. It like- 
7 wiſe appears from his Lordſhip's deſiring her 
not to believe any Reports of his being married, 


unleſs ſhe had it from himſelf,” that he was at li- 


berty to marry at that Time, which was long 
after the /aſt pretended Contract. 


Catherine Fleming, Mrs, Leeſon's Mother, 


ſwears, 


„That, upon the 22d of September 1725, 


3 « Mrs. Loon declared to her that ſhe was 
married 
that ſhe verily believed her ſaid Daugh- 


awfully to Lord Fiizmaurice, and 


ter was duly married to him.” But it is to 
be obſerved, that this Witneſs is contradicted by 
her Daughter Helena Fleming, who poſitively 
ſwears, That when Mrs, Leeſon told her Mo- 
ther ſhe was as much married to the Lord 
« Filzmaurice, as to Mr. Leeſon, her former 
* Huſband, and her Motber ſaying, if you are 
married I bave no more to ſay, Mrs. Leeſon, 
immediately reply'd, no, I am not married, but 
„ contracted,” 


I think it plainly appears that Mrs. Leęſon's 
Witneſſes have contradicted one another in eve- 


"7 


only by all her Relations, but alſo by the Report 
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ry material Circumſtance ; ſo that one muſt 
have uncommon Faith to give the leaſt Credit 


to any of them, 


m 


But ſhe hath likewiſe 7 — ſome Letters, | 


ſupport of this feeble Evidence. Let us there- 


fore in the next place examine them, and ſee | 
whether they really do any ſervice to her Cauſe. 


To Mrs. Leeſon, 10 Septemb. 1725, (No. 1.) | 
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«© My Dear, ö 
Received yours, and am much grieved 
that I ſhould be the cauſe of your melan- 
choly Thoughts and Hours, I aſſure you.I was | 
in no need of a Letter of that Stile, to make 
my uneaſineſs equal to yours, I pity you, 
and myſelf, the Cauſe. I pity you, for what 
you ſuffered; and myſelf, becauſe I can't 
make myſelf really happy in Dear Emilia's 
chaſte Embraces. I hope ſoon to ſee you, 
and wiſh I could get a Lodging near you; 
our own Houle being uneaſy to me, till the | 
Maſter is in it. I once thought of Mrs. 
Pain; but leaſt it ſhould give you Jealouſy, 
I ſhall think no more of it. If you can find 
out ſome place for me, which you can ſay is 
for a Lady of your Acquaintance, I would | 
have it a Ground-Floor, and as cheap as pol- 
ſible. I don't deſire you to take it, but to find 
out ſuch a Lodging for me againſt my Arri- 
val. If I come alone to Town, I ſhall ſend | 
you word the day I ſhall be in Town; and if 
you have the eagerneſs J have to ſee you, you 
will meet me on the Road between Rathcole * 
and Dublin. If you want Company, you | 
« may | 


«. may get Miſs Weir. She ſhall ſee the prefe- 
« rence I give to my Dear Emilia.“ 


an Yours. 


If there was any Truth in Mrs. Leeſon's pre- 
tended Contracts, it ſeems very extraordinary that 
ſhe ſhould receive only this Letter, during fo 
long a time as from June 1724, to May 1720, 
almoſt two Years from her firſt Acquaintance 
with Lord Fitzmaurice; but, perhaps, ſhe 
might nor think proper to exhibit any others, 
which might explain the Affair farther than ſhe 
deſired. As to the foregoing, Iam at a loſs to 
gueſs for what purpoſe ſhe produced it, unleſs 
to ſhew that his Lordſhip ſaid ſomes kind things 
to her; and he might have ſaid as much to any 
Woman, except a common Proſtitute. 


(No. 2.) 1726. 


To Mrs. Leeſon. 


| 
QE you will, though the Devil ſtood 
9 at the Door; and that I believe vou in- 
„ nocent of all, that is laid to your Charge, 
©* was always my Sentiment; but as you fat, 
s your ſimple Mol ber, your talkative Siſter, 
and your old Friend Mrs. Pool-y have done 
„ your Work. If you are impatient to fee 
e me, call on me in a Coach at the Corner of 
© Crane-lane, near Cork-bill, or elic J can: 
* come Ul night fall. I own 1 love you, in 
© ſpight of all the ill Conſequence, that has at- 
* tended thele malicious Reports. Adieu, 
% Dearej} Eliza, It you wow have my Viſit 
„long, let me hear or {ee no Tears, but bear 

Þ what 


| 
; 
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« what can't be help'd with Courage and Reſo- 
4 Jution,” 


(No, 3.) Mrs. Leeſon's Letter to Lady Kerry. 
May 12th, 1726. 


Madam, 
cc Y Lord Tilzmaurice came laſt night 
cc to lee me, and told me he was con- 


e cerned that it muſt be his laſt Viſit. When 
L asked him the Cauſe, he told me that your 
„ Ladyſhip had been inform*d, by the Report 
of the whole Town, that his Lordſhip was 
married to me; and leſt ſuch a Report ſhould 
do him any prejudice with the Lord his Fa- 
«*« ther, or your Ladyſhip, I think in Juſtice to 
« him, I mult acquaint your Ladyſhip, I have 
* nothought of that Honour, nor do I expect 
« jt, Pardon this trouble, ſince it is to do 
© Juſtice to my Lord Fitzmanrice and give 
« eaſe to you. 1 am, Madam, your Ladyſhij”: 
« moſt humble, and moſt obedient Servant, 


E. Leeſon. 


(No. 4.) To Mrs. Leeſon, oth May 1726. 


have been juſt now with Lady Kerry, who 
46 I ſhewed me your Letter; to which I 
& pleaded Ignorance, till ſhe ſaid that Letter 
„ had two meanings. Then I confeſſed that 
it was my own Draught. Therefore, to my 
& farther Content, and to make a ſtedfa 
„ Friend of Lady Kerry, who I am ſure would 
take pains to vindicate your Reputation, 
& which 


; 
| 
' 
{ 


ce which your Mother has deſtroyed, I beg you, 
ein purſuance to my Requeſt, write this fol- 
« lowing Letter to Her.” 


Madam, 
6 Aving been informed how greatly your 
6 Lady ſhip has been diſturbed at a falſe 


& Report in this Town, that I am married to 
„ Lord Fitzmaurice, though I have not the 
Honour to be known to your Ladyſhip, I 
„think it mcumbent on me to do him that 
„ Juſtice, and fatisfy you in ſo important a 
* matter. I therefore ſend this, to aſſure you, 
% upon my Word, Iam not married to him; 
* nor do I expect it; neither have I been the 
** Cauſe of any ſuch Report to his prejudice.” 


J am, Madam. 


« P. S. Pray he exact in the Copy of this, 
and keep your Mind cafy, till I can ſee you, 
& which ſhall be as ſoon as poſſible.” 


J am yours, 


(No g.) 13 May 1726. 


«6 RAY copy the Letter I gave you, and 
by do it exactly. Do not leave one word 
out, but copy it with care. Do this, if you 
« expect I ſhould ever ſee yen, and ſend it as 


«« ſoon as poſſible.“ 
I am yours, 


« I beg no excuſe, or delays ; for I lie under 
the greateſt uneaſineſs. My Mother believes 
I deceive her, — the Faith of a Chriſtian 

LW : « i 


26 


js not in it; ſo pray do it inſtantly, if you 
value me, or my Repoſe. What I writ to 
you this Morning was but a Jeſt; ſo do not 
play the Fool. Send what I defire inſtantly, 
and then I ſhall be able to dine with you to- 
** morrow. Send me word, if you will do it.“ 


Theſe four Letters were written between the 
7th or 8th, and the 12th or 13th of May, upon 
the following occaſion, which ought to be fully 
explained. My Lord Fitzmaurice, in a Compli- 
ment, waited on the Lord Carteret to England, in 
Lord Drogheda's Ship, and ſtaid on board about 
fix weeks. This hath been proved upon the Trial, 
and appears by one of Mrs. Leeſor's Letters, as 
the Reader will hereafter fee, Ir hath been alſo 
proved, that a Report prevailed at that time in 
Dublin, that the ſaid Ship was loſt, and my 
Lord Ftzmanrice calt away; upon which Mrs. 
ZL.ceſon, or her Friends, gave out that ſhe was 
married to my Lord Titzmaurice, in order to 
retrieve her Credit, and intitle herſelf ro a 
Dowry, as his Widow. Had his Lordſhip 
been really caſt away, I make no doubt that 
ſhe would have pitch* upon the name of ſome 
Clergyman, wo died ſince ſhe became acquain- 
ted with his Lordſhip, and got Madam Vickers 
to {wear that he married them. But his Lord- 
Mip landed in Dablin the 5th or 6th of May 
1726, and alledges that being informed of 
the ſaid Report, he did not viſit Mrs. Lee- 
fon, as appears by her Letter (No. 6.) but 
wrote to her, expreſſing his reſentment of 
the Injury, which ſhe and her Friends had done 
him, in raiſing a Report, that ſhe was married 
to him. In anſwer to this, ſhe denied that ſhe 
had ever raiſed, or contributed to raiſe any ſuch 

Report; 
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Report; and thereupon he wrote her another 
Letter, by which it appears that ſhe had fatisfied 
him, as to that point, and laid all the fault u 


| her /imple Mecther, her talkative Siſter, and her 


old Friend Mrs. Pooley ; for he tells her, I believe 
you innocent of all, that is laid to your Charge; 
which, by the way, implies fomething more 
than the diſcovery of a Secret, which the had 
promiſed to conceal. For if ſhe had been really 
married, or contrafted, and had reaſon to be- 
lieve him dead, the obligation of Secrecy ceas'd; 
and he could not juſtly be angry with her, for 
aſſerting her right, when the diſcovery could do 
him no hurt, This expreſſion therefore muſt 
be underſtood to imply, that as he had charged 
her with being guilty of wronging him by a falſe 
Report, he now declared his belief that ſhe was 
Innocent, upon her denying it in ſuch ſtrong 
terms, 


However, as ſuch a Report had been raiſed, he 
thought it his duty, as every prudent Man 
would, to cruſh it in the bud ; and therefore in- 
ſiſted on a formal Declaration, under her own 
hand, that ſhe had no juſt pretenſions to him, 
as an Huſband, His Lordſhip did this in the 
moſt open, unreferved manner, the greateſt 
mark of Innocence, and the expreſſion in his 
Letter (No, 5.) verifies the truth of this obſer- 
vation; VIZ, 


I beg no excuſe, or delays 3 for I am un- 
der the greateſt uneaſineſs. My Mother be- 
e lieves I deceive her, becauſe the Faith of @ 
* Chriſtian is not in it.“ 


This 


This is one plain mark of his own Sincerity; 
and therefore he appeals to Mrs, Leejon for the 
truth of what he had told the Counteſs his Mo- 
ther, Yet no part of the Tranſactions between 
them hath been more inſiſted upon, in her favour, 
than the circumſtance of her writing this Letter 
by his Lordſhip's direction. Let us therefore 
Examine it a little more minutely, 


It hath been urged in her behalf, that if ſhe 
had not been married, or contradted, and conſe- 
quently under his Lordſhip's power, ſhe would 
never have ſigned ſuch a Declaration. Now, 
for my part, I think the Argument infinitely 


ſtronger on the other ſide ; that ſhe would not | 


have ſigned ſuch a Declaration if ſhe had been 
married; for though I am ready to allow, that 


Women are ſometimes obliged to da things con- 


trary to their ownlInclinations, in order to humour 5 
their Husbands; yet I think it very improbable | 


that, in a caſe of this nature, ſhe would delibe- 
rately aver a Falſhood, in ſo ſolemn a manner, 
againſt herſclf ; unleſs we are to ſuppoſe, that 
when a Women has once forfeited her Chaſtity, 
ſhe immediately ſhakes off all regard to Truth, 
and even to her own Intereſt, On the other ſide, 
let us ſuppoſe, for Argument ſake, that Mrs, 
Leeſon had never pretended any Marriage, or 
Contract, with Lord Fitzmaurice, and had no 
other view than living with him as his Miſtreſs 3 
yet notwithſtanding this, let us farther ſuppoſe, 
that his frequent Viſits occaſioned a Report that 
they were married, as it often happens. Now, 
in ſuch a Caſe, what reaſon could ſhe have to 
refuſe ſigning /uch a Declaration, in order = 

make 
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make a Man, whom ſhe pretended to love, 
and his Family eaſy ? 


But whatever Mrs, Leeſon might do, in this 
Caſe, is it probable to believe that any man of 
common ſenſe, would act ſo weak a part as m 
Lord Fitzmaurice muſt have done, if he had any 
iniſter Deſign ? For if he had been conſcious 
that the Declaration, which he required of Mrs. 
.ceſon, was falſe, would he not have choſen to 
ictate it to her from his own Mouth, rather 
han by a Letter, which he ſent without any 
guard, and left in her hands? What renders it 
ill more improbable that his Lord/ip ſhould act 
o ridiculous a part, is, that he was then carry- 
ng on a Treaty of Marriage with a Lady of 

ortune, (as will preſently appear by another 

etter ;) and, perhaps, That might be one rea- 
Jon for his inſiſting ſo ſtrongly on ſuch a Decla- 
| ation under her hand; not to diſſolve any Con- 


* 


+ af with her, but to ſatisfy the Parties concer- 
cd, that he had been wrong'd by ſuch a Ne- 
71, as is often required in the like cafes. If 
Ferefore, I ſay, his Lordſhip had been con- 
Tous that he deſign'd to extort a falſe Declarg- 
in from Mrs, Leeſon, it is hardly poſſible to 
Jelieve that he could act in ſo weak and injudi- 
N ous manner. 

; 
When any Perſon raiſes a fal/2 Report, inju- 
ous to the Fortune or Character of another, 
othing is more common than for the injur'd 
Ferlon to apply for redreſs by due courſe of 


Law, or to inſiſt on a Declaration adequate ta 
J and where the /a/ter can be obtained, no 
Man of candour will inſiſt on the former. 


| 


About 


This is one plain mark of his own Sincerity; 
and therefore he appeals to Mrs, Leeſon for the 
truth of what he had told the Counteſs his Mo- 
ther, Yet no part of the Tranſactions between 
them hath been more inſiſted upon, in her favour, 
than the circumſtance of her writing this Letter 
by his Lordſhip's direction. Let us therefore 
Examine it a little more minutely, 


It hath been urged in her behalf, that if ſhe 
had not been married, or contrafted, and conſe- 
quently under his Lordſhip's power, ſhe would 
never have ſigned ſuch a Declaration, Now, 
for my part, I think the Argument infinitely 
ſtronger on the other fide z that ſhe would not 
have ſigned ſuch à Declaration if ſhe had been 
married; tor though I am ready to allow, that 
Women are ſometimes obliged to da things con- 


trary to their ownInclinations,in order to humour 
their Husbands; yet I think it very improbable | 


that, in a caſe of this nature, ſhe would delibe- 
rately aver a Falſhood, in ſo ſolemn a manner, 
againſt herſelf; unleſs we are to ſuppoſe, that 
when a Woman has once forfeited her Chaſtity, 
ſhe immediately ſhakes off all regard to Truth, 
and even to her own Intereſt, On the other ſide, 
let us ſuppoſe, for Argument ſake, that Mrs, 
Leeſon had never pretended any Marriage, or 
Contract, with Lord Fitzmaurice, and had no 
other view than living with him as his Miftreſs ; 
et notwithſtanding this, let us farther ſuppoſe, 
that his frequent Viſits occaſioned a Report that 
they were married, as it often happens. Now, 
in ſuch a Caſe, what reaſon could ſhe have to 
refuſe ſigning /uch a Declaration, in order — 
make 


„ 


make a Man, whom ſhe pretended to love, 
and his Family eaſy? 


But whatever Mrs, Leeſon might do, in this 
Caſe, is it probable to believe that any man of 
common ſenſe, would act ſo weak a part as my 
Lord Fitzmaurice muſt have done, if he had any 
iniſter Deſign ? For if he had been conſcious 
that the Declaration, which he required of Mrs. 
.eeſon, was falſe, would he not have choſen to 
ictate it to her from his own Mouth, rather 
han by a Letter, which he ſent without any 

guard, and left in her hands? What renders it 
till more improbable that his Lordſbip ſhould act 
Jo ridiculous a part, is, that he was then carry- 

ng on a Treaty of Marriage with a Lady of 

ortune, (as will preſently appear by another 
Letter ;) and, perhaps, That might be one rea- 
Jon for his inſiſting ſo ſtrongly on ſuch a Decla- 
ation under her hand; not to diſſolve any Con- 
&a# with her, but to ſatisfy the Parties concer- 
ed, that he had been wrong'd by ſuch a Ne— 
„/t, as is often required in the like caſes, If 
Herefore, I ſay, his Lordſhip had been con- 
Tous that he deſign'd to extort a falſe Declara- 
n from Mrs, Leeſon, it is hardly poſſible to 
lieve that he could act in ſo weak and injudi- 

ous manner, 


When any Perſon raiſes a falle Report, inju- 

ous to the Fortune or Character of another, 
othing is more common than for the injur'd 
Ferlon to apply for redreſs by due courſe of 
Law, or to inſiſt on a Declaration adequate to 
z and where the /a/ter can be obtained, no 
Man of candour will inſiſt on the former. 


About 


About five Years ago, the following Caſe 
made a great noiſe in Town, and as it is almoſt 
parallel to That under conſideration, I will give 
the Reader a ſhort ſtate of it, 


A Gentleman made his Addreſſes to a Lady 
of Fortune, which ſhe rejected, and forbad 
him her Houſe, He made ſeveral Attempts to 
be admitted into her preſence again; but find- 
ing them all ineffectual, at laſt thought of a 
way to make ſure of her. He bribed the 
Lady's Footman to give him notice the firſt 
time ſhe ſhould be abroad at Cards ; which the 
Footman accordingly did, and at twelve a 
Clock at Night, brought the Lady an Hackney 
Coach, inſtead of a Chair ſhe had ordered, un- 
der pretence that there was no Chair to be had. 
The Lady went into the Coach, and was not 
gone forty Yards before it ſtopp'd. The Gen- 
tleman jump'd in, drew up the Blinds, and the 
Coachman, who had his inſtructions, drove a- 
Way as faſt as he could. In vain did the Lady 
cry out for help to her Servant; but by good 
tortune got out of the hands of the Ruffian, by 
promiſing to marry him. The Lady proſecuted 
him for this Inſult in the Crown-O/fjice, To ex- 
cuſe himſelf, he forg'd Letters in her name, 
and ſhew'd them to ſeveral Perſons, as a proot 
what encouragement ſhe had given him; but 
when he found that all his villainous Arts could 
not divert the Lady froin doing herſelf Juſtice, 
he prevailed upon tome of her Relations, t 
intercede with her to ſtop the Proſecution; 
which with much difficulty ſhe at length conde- 
tcended to do, as he was a Relation of ſome 0 
ter Family; but not before he had agreed t 
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ſign a Paper, drawn up by the Lady's Friends ; 
in Which, amongſt ſeveral other crimes, hs 
confeſſed himſelf guilty of Forgery ; and he 
not only ſign'd this Paper, but read it publick- 
ly himſelf in the Court of King's- Bench at Meſi- 
minſter, in Hillary-Term 1727, It ought to be 
obſerved, that he tried all the Arts he could 
poſſibly deviſe to evade fo ungratefula Task. 
He ſaid it was very inhuman to oblige him to 
acknowledge himſelf guilty of PForgery, under 
his own hand, as well as viv4 voce in an open 
Court; but he was told that nothing was ex- 


pected from him but Truth, and that he ought 


to have conſidered the conſequence, before he 
made ſuch an attempt. 


In like manner, it appears that Mrs. Lehn 
was not altogether willing to ſign /uch a Decla- 
ration as Lord Titzmaurice required of lier; 
and it is more than probable that ſhe would not 
have ſign'd it at all, if it had not been true, It 
ought likewiſe to be conſidered, in this Caſe as 


well as in the other, that if his LordfSip could 


have proved her the Author of ſuch a Report, 
as in all likelihood he might have done with a 
little trouble, he had a juſt remedy againſt her 
at Law; but as ſhe chole to comply with his 
Terms, it is no wonder that he declin'd any 


ſeverer method againſt a Woman, with whom 


he had convers'd in ſo familiar a manner, and 
for whom he ſeems to have had a very great 
Regard and Affection, as a Miſtre,. 


D To 


To Mrs. Leeſon, at ber Houſe in Fiſh-Armble- 
(Ne 6.) ſtreet, Dublin. 


My Dear, 1726. 
ec Y Father came home laſt night, and 
60 is the . Cauſe we are all in a great 


« hurry this day; but as you ſeem to like 
« hearing from me, I am reſolved not to let 
« ſlip this little Opportunity to write to you. 
I received yours after a long Expectation, 
« and really ſome Uneaſineſs; for as I heard 
« from Dublin, that your pretended Friends 
e had made a new Buſtle about you and me, 
% and have ſpread abroad that you are again 
& with Child, it ſeems They are reſolved 
« to part us, though if poſſible They ſhall 
* not.” | 
Ian, my Dear, 


Yours F. 


This Letter hardly deſerves any Remark ; 
for They, who can diſcover any thing like 
Matrimony, or Contracts in it, muſt have much 
ſharp-r Eyes than mine. It is written exactly 


in the Stile of a Gallant to his Miſtreſs, re ſen— 5 


ting the Cenſures of her Friends, who ſeem re- 
ſolved to PART THEM ;, whereas if her Alle- 
gations had been true, he would rather have 
complained of their Imprudence, in diſcovering 
a Thing ſo much to their mutual diſadvan— 
tage, 


To 


To Mrs. Leeſon, at Mr. Moſſe's Houſe in 
(No y.) Fiſh-Amble-ſtreet, Dublin. 


My dear Emilia, 1726. 


40 H E. Condition, to which I find my- 
< ſelf every day drawing nearer, has al- 
« mott made me mad; and, by my own 
« Suffering, I can hardly have time to reflect 
« that your Uneaſineſs may cauſe you to ſay 
« what you have promiſed never to ſay, or 
% expect. Depend on this, if you are un- 
« eaſy, I ſhall be no leſs ſo; for in Thee is 
« my Heart; in Thee my Soul dwelleth ; and 
« without Thee I am damned. I cannot 
s poſſibly ſee you in Dublin, till next Spring; 
e but at Kilkenny, where you may come in 
« the Coach, If you like it, I ſhall ſoon ſee 
6c „ N Emilia; and if you can like ſuch 
« Life, find ſome Place for you, that we 
« may be always within two days Journey to 
« one another, If J have ſaid any thing cold 
« or indifferent to dear Emilia, let her not 
« hlame me, bur Thoſe, who made me mad. 
« Dear Emitia, pity me; for I deſerve it more 
« than You do; and it muſt be your Forti- 
« tude and unparallelPd Love, that can find 
« me one Moment's Eaſe.” 
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This is the laſt Letter my Lord Fiizmaurice 
ever ſent Mrs. Leeſon, which ſhe hath thought 
fit to produce; and as great Streſs hath been 
laid upon it by her Advocates, it requires a 
more particular Examination than the for- 
| mer, 


D 2 This 


This Letter was manifeſtly occaſion'd by his 
L ordſhip's approaching Marriage, and defign'd 
to break that Affair to Mrs. Leeſon in the ten- 
dereſt manner, as a Point, which He knew 
would give Her uneaſineſs. His Expreſſions 
thereſore, upon ſuch an occaſion, ought to be 
conſtrued with great Latitude, as the painful 
ſtruggle of a polite good-natur'd Man, in part- 
ng from a Woman, who ſeemed to love Him 
without ſhocking Her with blunt Reaſons and 
abrupt Excuſes, In ſuch a Caſe, good Man- 
ners, and even common Humanity, oblige a 
Man to ſay kind Things, though the A 
ſtances of his Affairs, or a proper Regard for 
his Family, make it neceſſary to alter the Courſe 
of his Life, Let any Man of Senſe read the 
foregoing Letter in this Light, and with theſe 
Allowances, which ought certainly to be made, 
and He will find nothing i in it to favour ſuch 
an Interpretation, as hath been put upon 1 it by 
Mrs. Leeſon's Advocates. 


For inſtance, his Lordſhip tells Her, That 
the Condition, t9 which Ile finds Himſelf every 
day drawing near, hath almoſt made Him mad : 
—That if He is uneaſy, Ile ſhall be no leſs fo ; ; 
for in Thee, ſays he, i: my Tleart ;, in Thee m 
Soul e; and without Thee I am damned; 
with other Expreſſions of the ſame nature; 

which, in a ſtrict Theological Senſe, as ſome 
grave] Perſons may underſtand them, carry ſome- 
thing very awful and tremendous ; but, in the 
Language of Lovers, they ſignify no more 
than that he could not be happy without her 
Company, which is the common Stile to La- 
cies of that ſort. Can any body pretend to 
believe, 
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believe, that when his Lordſhip tells Mrs. Lee- 


ſon, in Thee my Soul dwelleth, that he ſpoke of 


his Soul in a ſpiritual Senſe ; or that when He 
ſaid without thee I am damn*d, he meant Dau- 
NATION in another World? I appeal to Per- 
ſons of both Sexes, who have been in the leaſt 
converſant in Love-Affairs, whether ſuch Con- 
ſtructions are not only unjuſt, but ridiculous, 
If they are not, I believe there is not one Man 
in a thouſand, who hath not given away his 
Saul in Metaphor, and damn'd himſelf, out of 
Complaiſance to the Ladies. But I am confident 
that no body can be fo weak, or perverſe, ag 


i to underſtand theſe Expreſſions in ſuch a Senſe, 
but only as a well-bred Apology for breaking 


off an Intimacy with a Woman, for whom He 
ſtill retain'd an Aﬀection, when Prudence re- 
quired it. 


Nothing is ſo endearing, upon theſe occa- 


2 ſons, as for the Man to participate in the Con- 
2 cern, which he knows the Woman mult feel, 
and endeavour to make her Uneaſinelſs his own. 
This not only ſhews a Regard for Her, but is 
7 likewiſe a Proof of a generous and noble Mind, 
4 which ſcorns to take any mean Advantages, and 
2 inſult over a Woman, who hath gratified his 
J Pleaſure, 


Another Expreſſion in the ſame Letter, upon 
which Mrs. Leeſon's Advocates have inſiſted 
very much, is This; by my own Suffering 1 
can hardly have time to reflect, that your Un- 
eaſineſs may cauſe You to $Aav, what you have 
promiſed never to $AY, or EXPECT, — From 
hence it is inferr'd by Mrs. Leeſon's Advocates, 
chat his Lordſhip alludes to the pretended Mar- 

TE | riage, 


| Now, how can any body be ſuppoſed to pro- 


riage, or Contrat?, which he had made her 
promiſe never to reveal ; but I will venture to 
affirm, that This could not poſſibly be his 1 
Meaning; nor will it ſerve Mrs. Lecſon's pur- 
pole, even in that Senſe ; for if my Lord Filz- 
maurice was actually married, or contracted to h 
Mrs. Leeſon, as ſhe affirms, He might have 
made her promiſe, perhaps, not to Jay, or diſ- | - 
cover it, for the preſent ; but ſhe would hardly 


promiſe NEVER to ſay it; That is, in caſe of : 
his Father the Earl of Kerry's Death, or any x 


other favourable Conjuncture. Beſides, ſhe had 
likewiſe promiſed, it ſeems, never lo expect it. 


miſe never lo expect, what is aually performed,  ;, 
as ſhe pretends her Marriage, or Contract, to , 
be? This therefore could not poſſibly be his 7 
Lord/hip's Meaning, in that Expreſſion ; but it F 
may be asked what was his Meaning, if This 
was not? I anſwer, that it is very hard for 
one Man to determine another's Meaning, 
where He makes uſe only of Alluſions; but 1 
conjecture it to be as follows. It is highly pro- 
bable that Mrs, Leeſon, during ſo long an In- 
timacy, might endeavour to take an advantage Þ 
of his Lordſhip's Fondneſs, like ſeveral other 
Women, and to draw Him into a Marriage; but 
that his Lordſhip reſented it, and inſiſted on] 
her promiſe never to preſs Him again upon Þ 
that Subject, if ſhe deſired to continue the ſame Þ 
Correſpondence ; That is, never to ſay any ſuch 
thing to Him, or expe? it from Him. This, 
I am ſure, is no ſtrain'd Conſtruction of his] 
Lordſhip's Words; and that it was his real Þ 
Meaning, will hereafter appear very probable þ 
from ſeveral Paſſages in Mrs. Leeſon's Letters to 1 


1 


Him. Nay, there is a Paſſage even in the] th 


Letter | 
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Letter now before us, which ſeems to confirm 
it; I mean, where his Lordſhip invites her to 
Kilkenny, and offers to find ſome Place for her, 
within two Days Journey from him, if ſhe can 
like $ucH A LITE. — Can any body doubt 
his Lordſhip's Meaning in theſe Words, or 
pretend to argue that he could intend any 
thing farther than ſeeing her now and then as 
a Miſtreſs * But it ſeems ſhe was reſolved to 
engroſs him to herſelf, though I am afraid by 

the worſt means, * 


Immediately after this Propoſal, he goes on 
as follows. If I have ſaid any thing cold, or 
indifferent to dear Emilia, let her not blame me, 
but Thoſe, wbo made me mad. Now it my Lord 
Fitzmaurice was going to marry another Lady, 
when he knew himſelf legally pre-engaged to 
Mrs. Leejon, he would certainly have made uſe 
of ſome ſtronger Expreſſion than barely cold and 
indifferent, which are proper enough to a Mi- 
ſtreſs, upon ſuch an occaſion, but not to a Wiſe; 
as, indeed, no Apology whatſoever can be for 
marrying another. 


As to the Expreſſion, in which he deſires 
her to blame Thoſe, who made him mad; it ought 
to be conſtrued with thoſe Allowances, which 
are reaſonable in ſuch Caſes, as I before ob- 
ſerved ; where a Man is willing to part with a 


Miſtreſs in a genteel manner. Nay, even in a 


Caſe, where a Gentleman makes his Addreſſes 
to a Lady, upon an honourable foot, and at- 
terwards finds reaſon to break off, upon En- 
quiry into her Fortune, Character, or Temper ; 
I leave the Fair Sex themſelves to judge, whe- 
ther it would not be much more polite and 

agreeable 


agreeable to lay the blame upon his Friends 
and Relations, rather than ſhock her with the 
true Reaſon, in plain Terms, 


Before I diſmiſs this Letter, I muſt make 
bne more general Remark upon it ; which is, 
that if my Lord Fitzmaurice had been under 
any legal Engagements, or had any baſe and 
tricking Deſigns, it does not ſtand to reaſon that 
he would have truſted Mrs. Leeſon with ſuch a 
Letter as this, when he was juſt upon the Point 
of Matrimony, any more than with That, re- 
lating to the Declaration, as I have already ob- 
ſerved, He was then 150 Miles from Dublin, 
where he might have married the Lady, with 
whom he was in Treaty, without Mrs. Leeſon's 
Knowledge; but he acted the part of a gene- 
rous, open-hearted Nobleman, who was willing 
to part upon good Terms, and laid his Caſe 
very honeſtly before her. On the contrary, 
Mrs. Lecſon's Conduct, after ſo much tender 
uſage, is a new Leſſon of Inſtruction to all 

oung Gentlemen, and ſufficiently confirms an 
old Obſervation, at it is much eaſter to get 
ſome Women, than to get rid of them again. 


Having now conſidered Mrs. Leeſon's Evi— 
dence in its full Strength, without concealing 
any part of it, upon which her Advocates ſeem 
to lay any ſtreſs ; let us proceed to what hath 
been alledged, in behalf of the Lord Filzmau- 
rice. And here it is neceſſary to premiſe, that 
as the Negative lies upon his Lordſhip, he can 
have no other Evidence to produce, than Mrs. 
Leeſon's Letters to him; unleſs he could prove 
that he was not in Ireland at the time of tlie 
pretended Contracts; which he hath not — 

ut 


1 ee e 


But I believe theſe Letrers will be thought 
amply ſufficient of themſelves, eſpecially after 
what hath been already obſerved upon her Evi- 
dence, to . reaſonable and impartial 
Man, that m rd Filmaurice never entred 
info any Cortratts of Marriage with Mrs. Lee- 


ſon, but convers'd with her only as a A Are. 


Il ſhall therefore now produce her Letters, 
without any farther preamble, and add a few 
Remarks upon them. 


To the Right Honourable Lord Fitzmaurice, 
at Kerry, 


(Ne 1. Aug. the iſt, 1724. 
« FT POW can my dear Lord accuſe me 
6 of Fickteneſs ; me, who have given 


« all the Proofs imaginable of a ſincere ¶ fection? 
« You ought to have allowed ſomething to he 
* natural Pride of 'my Sex, What Thoughts 
could I have, when in a long Fortnight's 
«© Abſence did not hear from you? I thought 
e you falſe, and have not known one eaſy Mi- 
« nute ſince, till laſt night, that I received 
« yours. Forgive my Fears, and judge by me 
e how reſtleſs and impatient Women are, when 
they begin to love. I have often told you 
„ | was a Stranger to that Paſſion, till I knew 
* your Lordſhip. I wiſh I could believe you 
« were ſo, till you knew me.; but as I have no 
„ Reaſon to think that, I ought rather to 
doubt the Sincerity of a Man, who have 
been ſo often in Love. As for my part, 
aſſure yourſelf, no Conſideration, while you 
prove true, ſhall ever make me change. 
« Nay, ſhould you prove falſe, which Heaven 
*« forbid! you know wy Niceneſs well enough, 

£6 ro 


<« to believe none but yourſelf ſhall ever have 
« the Hand, or Heart of 


Emilia, 


% My Siſter gives her Service to your Lord- 
« ſhip, and ſays a Line from you would be 
« much more acceptable than a Kiſs ; ſince the 
« e ſhe would look upon as a Token of 
« Friendſhip ſhe would be very proud of; the 
« other is What no married Woman ought to 
receive. If you love me, I need not deſire 
you to let me hear from you every Week; 
„ ſince I know, by myſelf, you will be im- 
patient for my Anſwer ; and let the Love 
« you have for me continue to keep your Body 
e chaſte, and don't forget to let me know how 


4 you ſpend the halt Hour every day you pro- 
& miſed to devote to me.” 


This ſeems a pretty forward Letter for ſo 
ſhort an Acquaintance as five Weeks and duo 
Days; it being juſt ſo long ſrom the 1oth of 
June (when my Lord Fiizmaurice firſt ſaw 
Mrs. Leeſon alone) to the Time of his going 
into the Country; and ſeven Weeks and two 
Days only to the Date of this Letter, when 
ſhe tells his Lordſhip that he had been abſent 
a long Fortnight ; yet it ſeems that, in ſo ſhort 
an Acquaintance, ſhe had given him all the 
ProoFs IMAGINABLE of a ſincere Affection ] 
I am thoroughly convinced that Mrs, Leeſon 
ipoke the Truth in this Letter, and that the 
principal Proof of her Affection was what the 
Ladies call the laſt Favour, This tallies exact- 
ly with an Expreſſion of the ſame kind, in 
her Letter, (No g.) when ſhe could no longer 
conceal the Fruits of her Amour, viz. No- 
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35) 
Proors or Loves you could deſire bave ] de- 
nied you, It is your Turn now to give ſome 10 
the moſt unfortunate of her Sex. 


In two places of this Letter ſhe expreſſes 
her Suſpicion, that his Lordſhip will prove 


falſe ; which plainly intimates, that there was 


no binding Obligation between them at that 
time. 


But what Interpretation can Mrs, Leeſon's 
Advocates pretend to put upon that Expreſ- 
ſion z in which ſhe ſays, I was a Stranger !o 
that Paſſion (Love) till I knew your Lordſhip : 
though, at that very time, ſhe was a Widow 
with two Children, and between thirty and forty 
Years of Age! 


In the Poſtſcript, ſhe deſires his Lordſhip to 
keep his Body cHASTE ; and to let her know 
how he ſpends the half Hour every day he pro- 
miſed to devote to her: which I cannot help 
thinking very extraordinary Expreſſions from 
a Woman of any Character above a common 
Proſtitute. But it ſeems ſhe was very appre- 
henſive that ſome other Woman ſhould partake 
of his Lordſhip's Favours, in which ſhe took 
ſo much delight herſelf ; and that this was her 
real Temper, appears from my Lord's Letter 
(Ne 1.) already cited; where, ſpeaking about 
Lodgings, he tells her, I once thought of Mrs. 
Pain; but left it ſhould give you Jealouſy, 


Hall think no more of it : a very odd Expret- 


ſion from an Huſband to a Wife; but a very 
natural ane from a Gallant to his Miſtreſs, 


E 2 l 


I am really reſtrain'd by common Decency 
from commenting any farther on theſe Ex- 
preſſions; and ſhall therefore conclude with a 
general Remark on the whole Letrer, which 
is dated Au the 1ſt, 1724; that is, above 
four M-uths before the Conſummation of the 
pretend-4 Marringe; till which time Mrs. Lee- 
ſon aſſerts, in her Libel, and afterwards ſwears, 
that ſhe carried herſelf with much Reſerve to his 
Lordſhip. But J appeal to the whole World, 
whether it is poſſible to believe, that a Wo- 
man of the leaſt pretence ro Modeſty could 
have written in fuch -a manner to any Man, 


without having been acquainted with him in 
the moſt intimate manner? 


I think this ſingle Circumſtance ſufficient to 
deſtroy all her Credit, and Evidence; but the 


aext Lelier puts it beyond all reaſonable Diſ- 
Pute. 


To the Right Tomourable the Lord Fitzmaurice 
| at Lixnaw, in the County of Kerry. 

(Ne 2.) Fuly the 3d, 1725. 
6 HO can deſcribe the Agonies I en- 
<6 dure? No, *tis impoſſible to ex- 
** prels it; tortured both in Body and Mind, 
«© without a poſſibility of Relief; I had no 
Hopes bur in your Compaſſion, and them are 
* fled. Reflect how often I have told you 
This world be the Conſequence ; and how often 
have you aſſured me I ſhould never ſuffer ? 
Witch what Aſſurance can I truſt any Friend 
* with their and ny Infamy? What Excuſe 
can 1 make, or how leſſen my Shame ? If I 
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5 go into the Country, the Place I retire to 


« muſt either be known, or elſe the concealing 
« of it will unayoidably confirm Suſpicion, 


| « As for feigning a Quarrel with Mamma, 


« ſhe has redoubled her Kindneſs, ſeeing me fo 
« melancholly, and ſo often extremely ill, that 
« jt is a thing not to be done; and I could 
« much eaſter ſtab myſelf than acquaint her with 
*« it: and as for truſting my Siſter, ſhe would 
« certainly tell her Huſbgnd, Beſides, how 
« often has ſhe heard you talk to me after ſuch 
« a manner, as if you intended to deal bonour- 
« able, and proteſt you would ſuffer any thing 
« rather than do me any Injury? Nor could I 


„bear the ſight of any one, after owning it. 
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„I cannot tell what to do, nor where to fly. 
« O my dear Lord, think of the Condition you 
have reduced me to; though Fool that I 
« am, to imagine that you would hurt yourſelf 
“ for one, who has already given ALL SHE HAD 
* ro Give! Were the Report of the Town 
* TRUE, no Misfortune, no Infamy, but I 
* could bear; for then I could be certain you 
K could not be another's; and that Thought is 
& one of my greateſt Plagues. Whether that Re- 
* port is occalion*d by my Illneſs, I cannot tell 3 
« but it is increaſed ſince you left Town; for 
but yeſterday Miſs Weir and Miſs O-Fanells, 
* ſeeing my Colour change very often, and I 
&« like to faint, fell a laughing, and told me 
they did not pity me; for they no longer 
e doubted but was yours ; and that it was oc- 
e caſion'd by a breeding Qualm] You may eaſily 
* guels my Confuſion, and how earneſtly I de- 
* mied it. But it has put into my Head a 
© THoucHT, which, if you ever have any 
« Intention to reſtore me to the Eſteem of the 

a COT « World, 
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World, you'll not be againſt. It is that 
thoſe, whom I am obliged to truſt, may, 
if they pleaſe, believe it; but even that, 
without your Conſent, ſhall never be done 
by me: though if it ever lies in your power, 
while living, or if (which God forbid!) I 
ſhould ever ſee, at your dying, you ſhould 
think fit to do as you fay you will; heir 
believing it will be of great advantage to your 
D ſign. But this I leave intirely to your 
pleaſure ; and if you can think of any way 


to make me eaſy, haſten the doing of it, 


I conjure you by all the Ties of Love, Hu- 
manity, Honour, and natural Afefion, and 
by your Hopes of Pardon hereafter, think 
of the Miſeries I endure, and have pity on 
Me and Yours, 


« Your Brother is my moſt conſtant Viſiter. 
He tells me you don't come till September ; 
which, if true, will make me deſperate. I 
beg you will make what haſte you can ; for 
though the Conſequence be by Death, I will 
conceal it till you come. If That ſhould 
be my Fate, let me go to the Grave with 
the Glory of being yours, and That will 


make my laſt Minutes eaſy. O] could you 


ſee me this Minute, how terrible would the 
Sight appear? — Adieu! I am not able to 
write any more. Have a little recovered 
myſelf, I do aſſure you I will follow your 
Directions, and after this Letter never men- 
tion any Thing, which, if an Accident ſhould 
happen, ſhall give you any Diſturbance, or 
occaſion that dreadful threatning of never 
ſeeing you more.“ 3 


Tis 


Ibis Letter is ſo ſtrong, and, I think, even 
demonſtrative, that it does not ſeem to ſtand 
in need of any Annotations; but as it did 
not prove ſatisfactory to the Court of Delegates, 
and the Cauſe is coming on again before 4 
higher Tribunal, J will beſtow a few Remarks 
upon it. 


In the firſt Place, I obſerve, that as Mrs. 
Leeſon acknowledges in her firſt Letter, that 
ſhe had given my Lord Fitzmaurice all the Proofs 


IMAGINABLE of a ſincere Affection, above four 


Months before the Conſummation of her pre- 
tended Marriage; ſo in This, which is dated 
above fix Months after the ſaid Conſummation, 


as it is call'd, ſhe puts herſelf directly on the 


foot of a Woman, who had ſuffer'd herſelf to 


be got with Child in a criminal] and illegal man- 
ner: for if ſhe had been really married, or 
| contracted to his Lordſhip, what Reaſon could 
| ſhe have, in a private Letter, to expreſs her- 
ſelf in ſuch Terms, as the following; 1 had no 
* other Hopes but in your ComPAss10Nn ; which to 
me ſeems very unaccountable, if ſhe had a legal 
Right to Him, as an Huſband, and could aſſert 
it, whenever ſhe pleaſed? Why ſhould ſhe 
lament her INFamy and SAME; or tell his 
* Lordſhip that ſbe could much eaſier ſtab herſelf 


than acquaint her MoTHER with it; when it 


appears, by her own Evidence, that ſhe had 


truſted her Cook-Wench, with this mighty 
Secret, even without enjoining her Secrecy ? 


One would think that the ſame Confidence 
might have been better placed in a Mother, a 
Siſter, or an intimate Friend; and yet we ſe 


her in the utmoſt Agonies, becauſe ſhe dared 


not 


——— — — — 


not do it, with a Declaration, that e could 
not bear the Sight of any one, after owning it. 
Why ſhould ſhe bewail her Folly, in imagin- 
ing that his Lordſhip would hurt himſelf for one, 
who had already given all ſhe had to give; that 
is, by marrying a Woman, whom he had al- 
ready enjoy d? Were the Report of the Dun 
true, ſays ſhe, no Misfortune, no Infamy, but J 
could bear ; for then I could be certain you could 
not be another's, and that Thought is one of my 
greateſt Plagues, Is not this a plain Confeſſion 
from her own Mouth, that the Report of the 
Town, concerning her Marriage, was not true, 
and that his Lordſhip was then at liberty to 
marry another ? But there is one Paſſige in 
this Letter, which I think ſufficiently explains 
the whole Affair; I mean, where ſhe acquaints 
his Lordſhip bat the Report of the Town had 
put into her Head a ThHoucnT, which, if ever 
He hath any Intention to reſtore Her to the Eſteem 
of the World, bel not be againſt. Il is, ſays 
ſhe, that Thoſe, whom I am obliged to truſt, 
may, # They pleaſe, believe it, Is it not evi- 
dent from this Paſſage, that, in order to con- 
ceal her Infamy, ſhe defired- his - Lordſhip's 
leave to propagate. a falſe Report that They 
were married? Whether his Lordſhip: ever 
conſented to it, does not appear; bur it is very 
plain that ſhe took this liberty herſelf, and put 
her Thought into execution: which, . perhaps, 
had ſo much effect in ſerving a preſent Turn, 
that it might encourage her to carry it farther 
than ſhe herſelf deſign'd at firſt, and make ule 
of. it in earneſt to fix a Marriage upon his Lord- 


ſhip. I am ſure, her whole Proceedings ſeem 


to be founded on this Thought, 


There 
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There is another Paſſage in the Letter before 
us, upon which Mrs. Leeſon's Advocates have 
laid a great ſtreſs ; that is, where ſhe tells his 
Lordſhip, that his Brother is her moſt conſtant 
Viſiter : from whence they would infer, that 
his Brother would not have viſited her in ſuch 
a manner, if He had not been acquainted with 
their Marriage, But This is ſo weak an Argu- 
ment, that I ſhould not have taken any notice 
of it, if her Advocates had not inſiſted upon it ; 
for it is no uncommon thing for a young Gen- 
tleman to viſit his Brotber*'s Miſtreſs, even ſup- 
poſing that He knew the Intimacy between 
Them; and I could eaſily produce ſeveral In- 
ſtances of it, if it was proper to mention Names: 
but I believe every Man's own Reflection will 
ſupply him with ſome. And therefore I ſhall 
conclude my Remarks upon this Letter with 
obſerving, that the whole 1s written 1n the Stile 


of a Woman, who had yielded up her Virtue 


to his Lordſhip's Pleaſure, without any legal 
Engagements of Matrimony whatſoever. Let 
any impartial Perſon, of either Sex, read it, 


and I think it impoſſible for Them to be of 


a contrary Opinion. 


To the Right Honourable the Lord Fitzmaurice, 
at Lixnaw in the County of Kerry, 


(N? 3.) Sept. 1. 1725. 
" HIS is the third Letter I have wrote 
ks ſince this day fortnight, to which I 


« have received no Anſwer; and yet I don't 
« accuſe my dear Lord of negligence ; for 1 
* find you write every Week, but rather impute 
it to the Poſt being five Days upon the _ 

| F or 
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yours; and though I was up all Night with 


for it is juſt that Time be'ore I receive 


Mamma, yet I would not fail being punctual 
in anſwering, for fear of giving you any un- 
eaſineſs. You ſce how cautious I am of dil- 
pleaſing you, and I beg you would do me that 
Jultice to believe, it you ſpend whole Hours 
in thinking of me, my Time 1s not much 
o herwiſe employed; and though this very 
Evening I have heard a very indifferent Cha- 
racter of you, in relation to Women, yet 
that has not leffen*d my Eſteem 3 nor is it in 
the power of any one breathing but your- 
ſelf to do it: ſo that that intire Confidence 
[ put in you, ovght, if you have any Grati- 
tude, to tie you; though That I am afraid 
will be but a poor Plea, when once Love is 
vaniſhed, as I fear Abſence, Diverſions, and 
the Perſuaſions of Friends will occaſion ; 


for ] have not ſo much Vanity to believe you 


can reſiſt for my ſake. Forgive my Fears, 
and to convince me they are cauſeleſs, give 
me new Aſſurances in your next you'll be 
for ever mine; and aſſure yourſelf, whilſt 
you are conſtant, nothing can ever change 
the Inclinations of | 

8 Emilia. 


&« was deſired by my Siſter to write an 
Anſwer for her; but I will defer it till next 
Poſt, being extremely fatigued with ſitting 
up. She gives her Service. I muſt beg 
you would burn all my Letters, as I do 
yours, for fear of Accidents,” 


I ſhall make no Remarks on this Letter, 


which is full of the natural Jealouſy and Ap- 


prehenſions 
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prehenſions of a Woman, in her Circuniſtances; 
that ſhe ſhould loſe a Man, who was under 
no other tie to her than Love and Inclina- 
tion, 


To the Right Honourable Lord F itzmaurice, at 
Lixnaw in the County of Kerry. 


(Ne 4.) Octob. the 13th, 1725. 
« FFAHAT unkind cruel Letter, wherein 
ce you threatned me to ſhake off Love, fe or 


e fear of undoing me, heightened my Fears ſo 
« much, that I cannot expreſs my Concern for 
& not hearing from you as uſual, But whither 
% am I running? You again ſay J miſtruſt 
e you; and That you cannot forgive; but do 
« you but conſider what occaſions it. I am 
e aſhamed, after the Coolneſs you have ſhewn, 
eto own it is Love, But what elſe can make 
« meevery Friday, which is the day I receive 
« yours, watch the Door with fo much Im- 
& patience, and be ſo much uneaſy, when you 
& omit writing? What adds to my Concern 
« js, that every body knowing me to be of a 
« cheerful Temper, I am forced to feign Mirth, 
« when my Heart is a Stranger to it. I can't 
&« but think you would pity me, if you knew 
« the Uneaſineſs I am under, when you mils 
« a Poſt; and that Care of my Reputation may 
& not hinder you from writing conſtantly, let a 
e feigned Name conceal our Correſpondence. The 
* People cannot think your Paſſion very vio- 
&« lent, when you take care to write ſo very 
« ſeldom ; for You have been away three 
&« Months, and have writ but eight Letters, 
* and the two laſt filled with wiſe Reaſons, which 
« Love would have over-lookd. But don't be 
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uneaſy, I will follow your Advice, and be 
content with what Proof you are willing to 
give; for I have called Pride to my aid, and 
will never ſue again to be denied. But I muſt 
deſire you to have a better Opinion, than to 
believe any Misfortune, had you conſented; 
could have made me curſe you, No, I ſhould 
have thought myſelf roo happy. Let us 
ſuſpend all Diſcourſe of that nature, till I ſee 
you; and in the mean time, let me beg you 
to write with a little more tenderneſs, that I 
may not think Abſence hath leſſened your 
Eſteem. Rather endeavour to convince me 
that Time, nor any Thing but my Change, 
can occaſion yours; and then I am ſure you 
will be ever conſtant to 
Emilia. 


« Direct for Mrs. Sarah Horſeman, at my 
Brother's, and I will give Orders to my 
Siſter to receive it. She gives her Service 
to you. The Reaſon ſhe does not anſwer 

ours is, ſhe writes ſo ſadly, ſhe is aſhamed : 
be it is really a Woman's Scraul; which I 
am afraid you will think This to be; for it 
is writ in a hurry.” 


From this Letter it appears very evidently, 


that my Lord Fitzmaurice, finding his Amour 
with Mrs. Lee/ou grow inconvenient and trou- 
bleſome to him, on account of her Reputation, 
had a mind to break it off; for what other In- 
terpretation can be put upon her Expreſſion ; 
that unkind, cruel Letter, wherein you threatned 
me to ſhake off Love, for fear of ux DOINOG ME, 
heigbined my Fears ſo much, that I cannot expreſs 
my Concern, for not hearing from you as v_ 
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Is not this Senſe farther manifeſted by another 
Expreſſion in the ſame Letter, where ſhe ſays; 
that Care of My REPUTATION may not hinder 
ou from writing conſtantly, let a FEIONED 
Nat conceal our Correſpondence ? It likewiſe 
appears from ſeveral Paſſages in this Letter; 
that Mrs. Leeſon had attempted to draw his 
Lordſhip into ſome Contract, and that He pe- 
remptorily refuſed it; particularly where ſhe 
complains, that his 2 laſt Letters were filled 
WITH WISE Reaſons, which Love would have 
over-looked ; and where ſhe deſires him to 
bave a better opinion, than to believe any Miſ- 
fortune, had He conſented, could have made 
her curſe him. This was acting the Part of a 
Gentleman, and a Man of Honour, to the 
higheſt Degree, by taking all poſſible care of a 
Woman's Reputation, who had ſubmitted to 
his Will, and at the ſame time letting her know 
very plainly, that He intended nothing farther 
than an Intrigue. 
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In the Poſtſcript to this Letter, ſhe deſires 
[ his Lordſhip 10 direct for Mrs. Sarah Horſeman 
t at her Brothers; and tells him that ſhe will give 
Orders to her Siſter to receive it. From whence 
it appears, that her Siſter was no Stranger to 
this Affair, though ſhe pretends in a former 
Letter, that ſhe could not truſt her Siſter with 
the Secret of her being with Child. I leave any 
Man therefore to refle& on the Conſiſtency of 
her Evidence, 
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To the Honourable Lord Fitzmaurice, at Lixnaw 
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in the County of Kerry. Free. 


(No 5.) 1725. 


T is a ſurprizing thing that you forget 
Humanity ſo far, as to be ſo long with- 

out writing to me. Is it not enough to have 
ou abſent from me, while I am in this miſer- 
able way; but I muſt be tormented with 
the Fears of your neglecting me? Haſten 
to Town, my dear Lord, and diſpel them. 
Save me from the Inſults J endure. My 
Brother, after examining me bother day, 
whether the Report of the Town was true, 
in relation to my being yours, and I deny- 
ing it, ( for I am reſolved not to do any Thing 
to your prejudice, however inconvenient it may 
be to me) told me with all the Inſolence of 
a Spaniard, that my talking of going out of 
Town being prejudicial to my Reputation, 
He would wring my Neck about, if I at- 
tempted it; and that, for his part, he ſhould 
be convinced there was nothing baſe, but I 
had been guilty of ; nor ſhould I ſcreen my 
ſelf from Reproach and Infamy by it. What 
can I do? Stay, or go, I am ruined, Make 
haſte, or it will be too late to help me. At 
this preſent, the Stitches and Pains I endure, 
by being obliged to conceal it, can't be 
equalPd by any Fhing but the Diſorder of 
my Mind. It is ſo violent, I can hardly 
breathe, and I am forced for relief to ſend for 
one to bleed me. No Proof of Love you could 
deſire, have I denied you. It is your Tuxx 
Now TO GIVE SOME 10 the moſt unfortunate 


60 of 


« would let me know when you come up.” 


This Letter may ſerve for a Comment on 
the former, and contains no more than the uſual 
Expoſtulation of a Woman, who had loſt her 
Reputation, on a Gentleman's account, and 
was drawing near the Time of her Delivery. 


To Lord Fitzmaurice, 


Ns 6.) 


« Never could have believed it poſſible for 
my dear Lord to uſe his Eliza ill; but 
« your Actions convince me all Things are 
« poſſible, What have I done ſince this day 
&« ſix Weeks, that you riſe up from my Bed, 
c as I thought, fonder than ever, and yet to 
« leave the Town without either ſeeing, or 
« ever writing to me, and be ſo long away; 
© and though you writ to others, not favour 
«© me with a Line? But even That could have 
<« been eaſier bore, than to have you in Town 
« ſince yeſterday, and not have ſeen, or heard 
© from you. Believe me, my dear Lord, I 


May 1726. 


| « deſerved a Viſit much better than Thoſe you 


« paid yours to; for I am ſure my Uneaſi- 
© neſs and Fears has been much greater, and I 
e have ſhed more Tears than all your Friends 
nor can I better expreſs my Concern, but by 
« acknowledging I can bear any your Change 
better than your Death. O dreadful Words! 
and I have been told you have been very near 
« it, Had you been loſt, Grief, Inſamy, and 
Solitude muſt have been my eternal Companions, 
and Infamy and Want your Son's Portion. 
**© Methinks that poor unhappy Infant — 

„ 1ome 


& of ber Sex. I beg, by the firſt Poſt, you 
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« ſome Care; and ſhould rather increaſe your 
« Tenderneſs. But let my Fate be what it 

« will; let me hear it from your own Mouth 
« this Evening. Once more I adjure you, as you 
a hope for Mercy from that great God, be- 
« fore whom you muſt appear, to pity me, 


and not let Lady Kemp's Threats take effect. 


« will explain myſelf, when ſee you; which, 
«« if you have any Regard left for me, will be 
de this Night. Send me an Anſwer by the 
« Bearer, to give ſome eaſe to my tortured 
« Heart.” 


This Letter was undoubtedly occaſioned b 
my Lord Fitzmaurice*s landing at Dublin, after 
the Report that he was loſt at Sea, and by 
his refraining to viſit Mrs. Lee/on, on account 
of her giving out, in his Abſence, that ſhe was 


. married to Him ; as I have already obſerved in 


another place, 


But what I would particularly point out to 
the Obſervation of the Reader, in this Letcer, 
is the following Paſſage ; viz. Had you been 
loſt, Grizr, INFAMY, AND SOLITUDE muſt 
have been my eternal Companions ; and INFAMY 
and Wax r your Son's Portion. Methinks, that 
POOR, UNHAPPY INFANT deſerves ſome Care. 
——[ defy any Man to reconcile this Paſſage to 
the Caſe of an honeſt Woman, who was mar- 
ried, or contrafted, and had Witneſſes ready 
to prove it, in caſe of his Lordſhip's Death, 
or upon any other Emergence. It is exactly 
of a piece with the reſt, and contains the uſual 
Expoſtulation of a Miſtre/s, in behalf of her 
unlawful Off.ſpring. Let us therefore proceed 
to her other Letters. | | 

To 


To Lord Fitzmaurice. 
(Ne 7.) | May 1726. 


„ Will call on my dear Lord, according to 
60 1 his Directions; and, in ſpight of Ma- 
« ther, Siſter, or all the World, I'll do what- 
« ever you think fit; even to own myſelf pub- 
« lickly to be your MisTREss ; for I cannot, 
<« cannot, bear the Thoughts of parting. A- 
„ dieu, my dear Life.“ 


It hath already appeared from the Courſe of 
wis Correſpondence, that Mrs. Lee/on had at- 
tempted to draw my Lord Titmaurice into 
ſome Contro:7 of Marriage; and that his Lord- 
ſhip abſolutely denied her; chuſing rather to 
break off the Affair, than be troubled any 
longer with her Importunities, on that Head, 
or the Reproaches of à loſt Reputation. But, 
in this Letter, ſhe complies with his Terms, 
and offers to own Herſelf publickly as his M1s- 
TRESS. — What can poſſibly be more clear 
and demonſtrative that his Lordſhip, even at 
this Time, was under no /egal Engagements ? 


To the Right Honourable the Counteſs of Kerry. 


(No 8.) | 
Madam, May the 12, 1726. 
11 AVING been informed how greatly 
6 your Lady ſhip has been diſturbed at 


a faſſe Report of this Town, that I am mar- 
e ried to Lord Fitzmaurice, though I have not 
* the honour to be known to your Ladyſhip, 
* I think it incumbent _ me to do him m_ 
cc an 


& and to ſatisfy you in ſo important a matter. 


„ therefore "ſend This, to aſſure you, upon 
« wy Word, and ThE FAITH oF 4 CHRI- 
% STIAxN, I am not married to him, nor do J 


« expect it ; neither have I been the Cauſe of 
<« any ſuch Report to his prejudice.“ I am, 
Madam, | | 
5 Your Ladyſpip's moſt Humble, 


and moſt Obedient Servant, 


E LI z. LEESON. 


I have ſaid enough upon his Letter in m 
Remarks on Mrs. Legſou's Evidence, to which 
refer the Reader; but I cannot diſmiſs it, 
without oblerving, that here ſhe hath ſworn; 
in the moſt folemn manner a Chriſtian is capa- 
ble of ſwearing, that ſhe was not married, nor 
ever expected it. Let any Perſon therefore judge 
what Credit ought to be given to a Woman, 
who hath ſince ſworn the direct contrary. 


7 o the Right Honourable the Lord Fitzmaurice, 
at Lixnaw in the County of Kerry. Free. 


(N? 9.) Aug. the 6th, 1726. 
N Have juſt received my dear Lord's Let- 
25 ter, in which I own there is a Tender- 


&*© neſs, that makes amends for ſome Expreſ- 
&« ſions in your Jaſt, I beg you'll not take 
** notice of any fooliſh ones in mine; but 
„ when you'll meet what may vex you, im- 
c pute it to the uneaſy, unbappy Condition I am 
under, which is often increaſed by the Stories 
«* Thear. My dear Lord promiſes to love me 
« as himſelt, while RE ASON is my Guide; but 
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« yo. K nato now too well that I haue loſt THA, 
« and that Love is my only Director. THAT, 
& if you would GIVE leave, would make me con- 
& temn even COMMON Dectncy to live with 
« you in any Charatter, Nay, I believe it 
& would make me break through every thing 
6 you have promiſed to keep mine; for f 
« afſure-my dear Lord nothing but Death ſhall 
% part us. Only, .when there is a neceſſity, re- 
« move me out of this odious Town. , 1 hope 
« this Promiſe will convince you I value no- 
« thing but your ſatisfaction ; and that I am, 
© without any intereſted Views, intirely yours. 


— 
* 


« My Siſter gives her Service to you.” 


This Letter, which is the Jaſt from Mrs. 
eſon, continues the, ſame Strain, and is not 
only written in the Stile of a Miſtreßß, but of 
a Woman ſo ſtrongly determined to 3 
her Paſſion, that ſhe hath. given,up her Reaſon 


for her Guide, and offers to throw off even com- 


mon Decency, on that account. She declares to 
his Lordſhip, that ſhe hath 20 terefted Views, 
by which ſhe certainly means no Views of Mar- 
riage 3 and only deſires that, when there is 4 
neceſſity, he would remove her. out of this odious 
Town ; that is, whenever ſhe is with Child 
again, in order to avoid the Remarks and Cen- 
ſures of ſo populous a Place as Dublin. 


t ry - x Maß "Ps "OO 2 2 
I ſhall now conclude with ſome general Ob 
ſervations on the whole Caſe. 


It appears from what Hath been, ſaid, that 
8 . .. 1 1 9 
the on! olitive Evidence, as to Mrs. Leeſon's 
Marriage, is her own Kitchen Wenth ; tor neh, 
| + G » ther 
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| ther her Mother, nor ber Siſters, ſpeak any 

ö thing to this Point; and through the whole 

Epiſtolary Correſpondence, there is not one 

Word expreſsly to the purpoſe againſt his Lord- 

ſhip, with relation either to a Marriage, or a 
| Contract; which is very extraordinary, if there 
had really been any ſuch Engagement between 
| | them : for though he had enjoin'd her to keep 
| 


I! this Affair ſecret, as ſhe alledges in her Libel, 
|; it is almoſt impoſſible to believe that ſhe 
[ ſhould never once mention it to him, amidſt 
all her Agonies; or that He, who ſeems to 
have written without any Guard, and with the 
greateſt Humanity, ſhould not have alleviated 
her Diſtreſſes, by putting Her in mind that 
| ſhe was married to Him, and therefore need 
[i not be under any ſuch Apprehenſions of 
| Shame and Infamy, as ſhe every where diſ- 
covers in her Letters. 


Let us now ſce how the Laws of the Land 
ſtand, with relation to this Affair. 
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There are three Acts of Parliaments concern- 
ing Marriages. 
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| The firſt is That of the 20 Ven. III. c. 9. 
5 This Ad declares, that He is a BAST ARD, who 
| is born before the Marriage of his Parents, — 
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The ſecond is, That of the 32 Hen. VIII. 
cap. 38. This Act takes notice of two into- 
lerable Grievances, which this Nation then 
groaned under by the uſurped Power of the Bi- 
ſhop of Rome, in the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, viz. 
PrxE-ConTRACTS,' which often, upon the moſt 
l trivial pretence, ſet aſide Laweul MARRIA- 
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ces ; and prohibited the Marriages of Kin 
dred, that were not prohibited by God's 
Law, without a Diſpenſation firſt obtain'd 
from that Court, which they invented for their 
[Lucre. 


This Af therefore abſolutely prohibits the 
Eccleſiaſtical Courts from impeaching any Mar- 
riage already had, on account of any prior Con- 
tract; and one Reaſon for making this A, 
was, as It is there expreſs'd, dig. For Proof 
« whereof, two Witneſſes were by that Law 
« only required,“ (meaning the then Laws of 
the Eccleſiaſtical Courts.) If the, Legiſlature 
at That Time, thought cven 4% Mitneſſes too 
lender a Proof to eſtabliſh a Contra, it ſeerns 
very hard that my Lord Fuzmaurice ſhould 
have a diſreputable Marriage fix'd upon Him 
by the Teſtimony of a ſingle Wiineſs only, there 
being none but Vickers the Cook- Wench, who 
hath ſworn to the pretended Contract, and ſhe 
a Perſon under the ſtrongeſt Suſpicion of Per- 


jury. 


The third Act of Parliament, concerning 
Marriages, is That of the 2d and 3d Ed. VI. 


cap. 23. 


This Act, 'tis true, has repealed ſo much 
of the former, as relates to Contradts, and em- 
powers the Eccleſiaſtical Judge to hear and ex- 
amine any Cauſe of Contract, brought before 
him; but upon this expreſs Condition, that 
having the ſaid Contratt SUFFICIENTLY and 
LAWFULLY PROVED before him, Ile may give 
Sentence. 3 
This 


This Act takes notice, that in the Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Courts, Contratts divers times were 
but very ſlenderly proved, and often but ſurmiſed, 
to the utter ruin of numbers of Families; tho? 
even then !wo Witneſſes were abſolutely necef- 
ſary to enforce a Contract. With juſt Reaſon 
therefore did the Parliament reſtrain the Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Fudge from giving Sentence for a Con- 
tract, except upon the fulleſt and cleareſt Evi- 
dence ; for the Words of the Act are, that 
it ſhall be SUFFICIENTLY and LAWFULLY 


proved. 


The Parliament has not barely leſt it in the 
power of the Lccleſiaſtical Fudge to ſay, that 
4 Contract is ſufficiently proved to his Conſcience, 
and therefore he will pronounce for it. This 
may be true, and yet he cannot pronounce fot 
it, except it be /awfully proved; that is, by 
two Witneſſes at leaſt, which the Statute of 

2 Hen. VIII. declares to be according to the 
= of the Eccleſiaſtial Courts required. Thus 
for example : 


A Man by Will deviſes his Lands and Tene- 
ments, and hath it witneſſed by two of the 
moſt unexceptionable Witneſſes in England ; 
let us ſuppoſe, for inſtance, by the. Lord Chan- 
cellor, and the Maſter of the Rolls. If this 
Will comes to be conteſted in Weſtminſter-Hal!, 
no Man can have the leaſt doubt of its being 
ſufficiently proved, to the ſatisfaction of the 
Judges there; and yet not-one of them will 
or can pronounce for the Validity of it, be- 
cauſe it is not lawfully proved; that is, by 

thre? 
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three Witneſſes, as the Law requires in the De- 
viſe of Lands and Tenements, ' 

But in this Caſe, I apprehend there is not 
ſo much as one legal Witneſs againſt his Lord- 
ſhip : for by the civil Law, upon which theſe 
Proceedings are founded“, A Man's Ser- 
« vant cannot be a Witneſs for him; nor a Son 
« for a Father, or vice versà; or any one that 
« 7s near of kin to him.” 


This likewiſe appears to be the Law of 
France, which is alſo founded on the Civil 
Law f. Les Parens, & Alliez des Parties, 
« juſques aux Enfans de Couſins iſſus de Germains 
« mncluſtvement, ne pourront eſtre Temoins en 
« Matiere civile pour depoſer en leur Faveur, 
« on contre eux, & ſeront leurs Depoſitions re- 
« jettes." | 


| ** Ceux, dont le Temoignage neſt pas re- 
« cevable en Matiere civile, ne peuvent pas auſſi 
« eſtre ouis en Temoignage, dans les Affairs cri- 
« minelles.“ 


We have likewiſe the Authority of Puffen- 
dorff, that moſt civilized Nations have ex- 
cluded Perſons from being Witneſſes in Cauſes, 
where they muſt be naturally prejudiced ; as 
will appear from the following Extracts. 


40 It 


* See the Preface to Wood's Inſtitutes, intitled, Some 
Thoughts, &c. p. 20. 

+ Tom. 1. des Ordonnances de Louis XIV. p. 196. Art. 
11. 
Tom. 2. p. 75, aux Notes. 


It is a wiſe Conſtitution in moſt civil 
« Governments, not ſlightly to admit Perſons 
« to give Evidence in the Cauſe of others, 
engaged to them by nearneß of Birth; which 
is ſo ſtrong a Motive to Afec/ion and Love; 
de jt being conſid ered that ſuch Perſons might 
« eaſily ſuffer their Paſſion to gain the Aſcen- 
„ dant of their Religion.” 


« J Nor was it altogether he reaſon, 
« that the Romans of old required Witneſſes 
of Mealih and Subſtance, eſpecially in diff; 
« cult and important Caſes.” 


_« Plato, in his Laws, admits of an Oath 
« only in ſuch Caſes, where, according to 
the Judgment of Men, 1 Advantage can be 
« pot by forſwearing ; but where any Profit 
% may be reaped from the Perjury, there he 
orders that the Proceſs ſh thall be managed 
it boul Oatbs. ? | 


From hence it appears, that the divine Plato 
eftabliſhed the ſame Law in Athens, with re— 
ſpect to Evidence, as is the Common Law of 
England at this day; which, as my Lord Coke 
obſerves, is the abſolute Perfection of Reaſon, 
and abhors admitting Perſons to be Witneſſes 
in any Caſe whatſoever, where they are to be 
Gainers by It. 


Whatever might have been the practice of 
the Lccleſraſtical Courts, under the uſurped and 
tyrannical 

* Pat. B.4.C:2. 4 20. 


+ Vid. L. 3. & 4. D. de Teſtibus. 
+ L. 12. Vid. L 34. S. 6. 7. 9. D. de jureur. 
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Tyrannical Power of the Biſhop of Rome, is not at 
this day very material; but many of our Als of 
Parliament tell us, it was 100 GRIEVOUS, and 
INTOLERABLE #0 b- orne. But Iapprehend that 
the Act of the 25 H. VIII. reſtrains that Court 
now, from ſo pernicious a practice, as the admit- 
ting F any Perſons to be Evidence in their own 
Cauſe 3 it being directiy contrary to the Laws of 
the Realm. This Act was confirmed by the 
1 E. and is now in force, viz, 


« * Proyided alſo, That ſuch Canons, Con- 
«« ſtitutions, Ordinances, and Synodals Pro- 
“ vincial, being already made, which be not 
© contrariant, nor repugnant to the Laws, 
«© Statutes, and Cuſtoms of this Realm, nor to 
ce the damage or hurt of the King's Prerogative 
4 Royal, ſhall now ſtill be uſed and executed 
<« as they were afore the making of this Act.“ 


The Common Law of England, ſeems to have 
been founded on the ſame Maxims of Juſtice, 
with thoſe of moſt civiliz'd Nations in re- 
ue to the admiſſion of Relations as Evidences ; 

or as my Lord Coke obſerves, T KinSMEN 
% and SERVANTS may be ſworn as Witneſſes ; 


&« yet their Credit ſhall be left to the Fury.” 


Now, if theſe wiſe Inſtitutions, and the con- 
current practice of all civiliz'd Nations, are of 
any weight, I muſt beg leave to ſay, that the 
Caſe of my Lord Fitzmaurice is very hard; = 
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all the Witneſſes produced againſt him are Mrs, 
Leeſon's own Servants, her Mother, arid two of 
ber Siſters, yet of all theſe, who muſt be ſup- 
8d byaſs'd in her Favour, - only one hath 
pretended to ſwear politively to any Contract, 
though ſhe was certainly the moſt improper 
Perſon to be truſted with ſuch a Secret; I mean 
Vickers, the Kitchen- Wench. 


Mrs. Leeſon $ Alen were ſo ſenſible of 
the deficiency of her Proof, in a matter of this 
Conſequence, that they found it neceſſary to 
move the Court of Delegates, that Mrs. Leeſon 
herſelf, might be admitted to what is call'd A 
SUPPLETOR v OArH; That is, to be Evidence 
in her own CAuskE, in order to ſupply THE 
WanT or ANOTHER ; the Law abſoluteiy 
* Two in her Caſe. 4,» 


This Motion was rejected in the Archbiſhop 
of Dublin's Court, and conſequently her Libel 
fell to the ground; but being admitted here, 
ſhe hath obtam'd a Sentence in her Favour, 
which requires my Lord Flzmaurice to marry 
her in the face of the Church; and he is now 
under Excommunication for his non- compliance 
with it. I don't know upon what grounds the 
Delegates might proceed, but ſure I am thar if 
fuch Evidence is admitted, no Man can be ſafe 
from the Artifices of an intriguing Woman, 
who in conjunction with her Relations anda 
profligate Servant, may make Proſtuution a Step 
to. Matrimony, and ſwear herſelf into what Fa- 
mily ſhe pleaſes. | | 


In ſhort, the Caſe ſeems to be no more than 
this. When a Woman hath given herſelf up to 


a Man, whom ſhe likes, and hath undergone 
the Cenſure of the World upon his account, 
ſhe is naturally willing to keep him as long as 
ſhe can; and if She can't prevail, upon Him to 
marry Her, will endeavour at leaſt to prevent, 
his Marriage with any body elſe. . Whilſt a 
Woman is ſo far ſecur'd, ſhe commonly con- 
tinues pretty eaſy. ; hut when ſhe perceives that 
her Gallant is reſolved, to. begin another courſe 
of Life, ſhe is apt to grow e. 3 and many 
Inſtances might be produced of Women, under, 
theſe Circumſtances, who have proceeded to 
violence and the utmoſt extremities, without 
any Regard to Truth, Juſtice, or Religion, 


. 3 NY f » 
. For this Ragan, think that a Woman, in. 
ſuch a Caſe, ought never to be admitted an, 
Evidence in her own Cauſe; for it is a very good, 
Obſervation of Libanius, as reported by Puſfen- 
dorf, That He, .who deſpairs of all other. 
« means, and hath but one Remedy left, which 
js not to, be obtain'd otherwiſe than by Ly- 
ing, will certainly dare to change one Dan- 
% ger for, another, knowing the preſent Miſ- 
chief, which is before his eyes, to be una- 
4 voidable; but as for the future Evil, often 
4e flattering Himſelf. that He ſhall be able, by 
« Vorſpip, Gifts and Oblations, to bribe Hea- 
<« yen into a Pardon.“ 


This ſeems to be the Caſe of our Widow x 
for it appears by her own Letters, that as long 


as my Lord Fitzmaurice continu'd his Viſuts ta. 
her, ſhe was contented co converſe with him; 
8 vpon 
E @# v0 — 4 LW þ e 
Puff. B. 4. C. 2. S. 22. 
> HE 
HN 2 


- — — I — —— — ͤĩj—y— —⅛ 8923ͤ81„ == — * 


upon any Terms, without any Regard to her 
Cbaracter, or even common Detency; but as ſoon 
as ſhe was convinc'd of his Intentions to marry, 
I am afraid that her Reſentment got the better 
of her Conſcience, and prompred her in the 
Rage of Diſappointment and Revenge, to defeat 
his Happineſs, by trumping up this pretended 
Contra? againſt him. That this Obſervation is 
founded on Truth, will I am perſuaded mani- 
feſtly appear, from part of Mrs. Leeſon's Sup- 
pletory Oath, which is as follows. | 


s Saith, that notwithſtanding the ſaid Con- 
« tract (the firſt pretended Contract) continuing 
« to carry herſelf reſerved towards him, he com- 
<« plained thereof to her, c. and being about 
ce togo into the Country, &c. told the Depo- 
«« nent, that he did not believe the Contract 
ce between them was firm enough, and ſeemed 
« to be jealous, ſaying that the Deponent 
e might have more Advantageous Offers, &c. 


„They contracted themſelves upon the 11th 


* of Fuly 1724, and in a few days after his 
« Lordſhip took his leave of the Deponent 3 
« telling her, he was going into the Country; and 
<< believes that he return'd to Dublin, the latter 
«* end of November, and continued to vifit her 
& as conſtantly as before. But finding the De- 
& ponent did not repoſe that Confidence in bim on 
account of the ſaid Contracts, and the Depo- 
nent inſiſting he had got her too much in 
„his power, by means of ſuch Contracts; 
«© ſhe expected he would procure the ſaid Mar- 
* riage to be ſolemnized by a Clergyman, be- 
« fore ſhe could permit him ſo to continue his 
Mt Viſits, &c. | 


Now 


ow 
* 


Now I appeal to Mrs. Lecſon's own Adve- 
cates, whether her Letter of the 1ſt of Auguſt 
t724, (No, 1. to which I refer the Reader) be 
not a demonſtrative proof of her having for- 
ſworn herſelf, For ſo far was ſhe from carrying 
herſelf with any Reſerve, or even ' common 
Modefty towards his Lordſhip, that ſhe there 
expreſſes herſelf in the moſt unreſerved Terms: 


N 


She goes on in her Suppletory Oath ; | 


« That from thenceforth (the 16th of De- 
« camber 1724,) ſhe repoſed a full confidence 
« in his Lordſhip, and efteemed herſelf as his 
&« Wife, and demeaned herſelf to him accord- 
« ingly 3 and they, the ſaid William and the 
0 Deponent, conſummated the ſaid Marriage 
e ſoon after, but never before.” 
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Here the PROors which Mrs. Leeſon in her 
Letter, (No. 1.) declares ſhe had given his Lord- 
ſhip, ſeem to have ſtar'd her full in the Face, 
and which ſhe endeavours to evade by ſwear - 
ing, That they conſummated the ſaid Marriage 
foon after the 16th of December 1724, but ne- 
ver before: for how indeed could a Marriage 
be conſummated before it was ſolemnized? And 
as to her repoſing a full confidence in his Lord- 
ſhip, and efteeming herſelf as his Wife from 
- thenceforth; is, I apprehend abſolutely falſe, 
n which'appears from her own Letrer, (No, 2.) 
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* In ſhort, Mrs. Leeſon has ſworn to three Con- 
7 tracts between her and his Lordſhip ; but, my 
is Lord, upon his Oath, harh' abfolutely denied 
| there ever paſſed any Conttact between them. 
o that the whole refts upon the Tingle Teſti- 
mony of the Cook-Wench 4 and which of thoſe 
are 
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are to be credited, I ſubmit to the Judgment of 
Mankind, 


I am ſenſible that nothing hath done Mrs, 
Leeſon ſo much ſervice, as thoſe pathetick Com- 
plaints and Expoſtulations in her Letters, which 
are apt to excite compaſſion in tender Minds; 
and indeed, ſhe would have been intitled to it, 
in ſome degree, had ſhe confin'd her Demands 
to ſome reaſonable Proviſion for Her/elf, or her. 
Son, who is now dead: but all Conſiderations 
of this nature ought to ceaſe in virtuous and 
honeft Minds,, when it is remembred that ſhe 
broke through all bounds, in order to pin her- 
ſelf upon a Nobleman of high Rank, as a 
Wife, after ſhe had forfeited her Reputation in 
the World, as a Miſtreſs. 


Perhaps, ſome over-conſcientious Perſons may 
be of Opinjon, that when a Gentleman of any 
Station, happens to lie with a Woman, he 
ought to marry her; but if this Doctrine pres 
vails, let thoſe grave Men conſider, whether it 
will not prove an Encouragement, rather than 
a Puniſhment of Vice: and I appeal ta the No. 
bility and Gentry of this Kingdom, whether it 
will not be opening a door to a Practice, which 
may impoſe Heirs on their Families from mean 
Perſons ; perhaps, even out of Stews aud Bro: 
tbel-Houſes : That whilſt the Man of Quality is 
to be puniſhed for his Fault, the Woman who 
is at leaſt equally guilty, is to be highly re- 
warded, 2h, 

That this is no imaginary Apprehenſiony a 
late Inſtance is ſufficient to convince, us,, by an 
Attempt of the ſame nature on'a NosLz PEER 
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of this Realm; which, being made by a Woman 
of the ſame Country, where Mrs. Leeſon's Pro- 
ject took birth, may be reaſonably ſuppoſed to 
| be built on the ſame Model : and therefore no- 
| thing will ſo effectually diſcountenance ſuch 
Practices for the future, as a proper Spirit of 
Juſtice againſt zhis firſt Attempt. | 


] I cannot conclude without obſerving, that as 
2 I am perfectly unacquainted with the Perſons of 
; any of the Parties concern” d in this Diſpute, 
| ſo nothing could have engaged me in it, but a 
B thorough Conviction that it is the Cauſe of 
= Mankind, in one of the moſt important Arti- 
4 cles of Life. Iam likewiſe perſuaded, that it is 
the Intereſt of all the virtuous Part of Woman- 

kind, to expreſs their Indignation againſt ſuch 
| Practices, which bring a Scandal upon their 
y Sex, and muſt tend ro diſcourage thoſe Ad- 
y Þ vances from us, which are the firſt neceſſary 
e Step to an honourable Alliance, 
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ERRAT. 
P. 48. J. 7. for Kemp read Kerry. 
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